
 

 

June 2, 2021 
 
 
 
Deer River Families: 
 
Congratulations to the 110th graduating class of Deer River High School.  Their path was full of 
obstacles, but they persevered and made it to the finish line.  Today was the first of our two final 
school days.  We are happy to successfully close out this challenging year.   
 
The positive news is that the spike in local COVID-19 cases has subsided.  This week our case 
rate was 24, down from a peak of 141 three weeks ago.  That is similar to the greater Itasca 
and Cass County public health statistics.  It also allows us to join the rest of the state in 
transition to a Summer Safe Schools Plan.  One that looks more like the Summer of 2019! 
 
On June 14, the Board of Education will consider a recommendation to relax most pandemic 
related restrictions effective June 15.  Our summer programming for high school students 
begins on June 15 and King students will follow on June 21.  School buses are considered 
public transportation under federal guidance and face coverings and social distancing will 
continue in that setting until further notice.  However, the school campuses will no longer 
require the strict prevention measures that have been in place since March of 2020.  Students, 
staff, and guests are welcome to continue to wear face coverings as an option.  Otherwise, we 
will be returning to normal operations of our facilities. 
 
If the local district case rate should rise and sustain above 20 this summer, we will consider 
adding back some of the precautions that were in place during the school year.   Please 
continue to exercise basic everyday precautions to help prevent community spread.  We are 
optimistic that next school year will allow us more local control and freedom to enjoy and 
appreciate traditional school life.  Thank you for maintaining a mutually respectful environment, 
which enabled 167 productive days of learning for our students this year.  We hope that our 
summer school options and/or quality time with family and friends will set each child up for an 
exceptional new school year in September. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jeff Pesta 


