
 

 

 

 

March 11, 2021 

 

Deer River Families: 

The purpose of this letter is to bring some closure to the notification about school cancellation today for 
6th grade only.  Our Infinite Campus Emergency Messenger notice went out late last evening.  This 
followed the school closing guidelines adopted by the Deer River Schools’ Board of Education last 
August.  The process is intended to quickly share public health concerns, as well as weather or any other 
disruptions.  Last night it appeared multiple disruptions could be taking place all at once, however the 
weather was not as impactful as forecasted and Friday is a planned non-school day. 

This morning, 6th grade teachers met with the school nurse to thoroughly identify all close contacts with 
a student who was most likely contagious with COVID-19 at school on March 8.  We reviewed bus 
seating charts, cafeteria video, and class seating charts and activities.  A final list of 26 close contacts 
were identified and placed in home quarantine.  All students and staff who were determined to be close 
contacts with the infectious student were notified either last evening or this morning. 

At this time, any 6th grade student who has not received communication from the school can be 
considered not to be a close contact.  Those students can end their self-quarantine and resume their 
normal routines, including returning to school on Monday, March 15.  As we began transitioning 
students back to daily instruction, we anticipated that the higher occupancy rate of spaces would lead to 
more close contacts.  This is a measured risk that we believe is worth the challenge.  In every 
circumstance, parents and guardians make the final determination on whether to send their child to 
school.  Our district is also committed to continuing the Warrior Online option for any student who 
chooses to be more cautious or avoid participating in the safety protocols in place on campus.  At this 
time 92% of King Elementary students and 88% of our High School students have elected to return to 
daily instruction. 

The Minnesota Department of Health has now transitioned toward encouraging students and athletes 
to test for COVID-19 on a regular basis.  Free testing sites and home testing kits are available through 
this link:  https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/testsites/index.html   

Thank you for helping us to continue our focus on safely operating the Deer River Schools. 

 

Sincerely, 
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